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patriots.    Lord Byron threw his whole soul into their

cause and lost his gallant life for it, not even, as he

fondly desired, dying sword in hand for Greece on a

Greek battlefield, but perishing prematurely of fever

among, the swamps of Missolonghi.    Lord Cochrane

lent all the generous ardour of his energetic nature to

support the Greeks in their struggle.    An immense

wave of popular sympathy with Greece passed over

this country.    Numbers of brave and brilliant young

men went over from London, from all parts of Great

Britain   and   Ireland,  to  help  the  Greeks   in   their

struggle.      Lord   John   Russell   told   the   House  of

Commons, many years after, of the manner in which,

regardless of the strict letter of international law, he

and other sympathisers had openly helped to raise

recruits in England for the support of the cause of

Greek   independence.     The  nation   became  young

again in its generous sympathy with Greece.    Every

one it would seem who had been inspired in his youth

by the reading of a Greek classic poem or the sight

of a   Greek  statue  felt  himself inflamed   with  the

passion for the Greek cause, and thousands who had

never seen the Acropolis or the waves that wash the

shore of Salamis, felt as if they could gladly die to

drive  the  Turks   from   the  sacred  soil.     But  the

struggle of the Greeks did not prosper for all that.

Despite the brilliant and daring exploits of men like

Bozzaris on the shore, or Kanaris with his fire-ships

on the sea, there seemed little chance of driving out

what Byron calls the Turkish hordes.    The Greeks

had not a disciplined army ; they had a poor stock of

munitions of war ;   and  their resources everywhere